	
	SYLLABUS: English 11
	

	Mrs. J. Williams
	
	Website: jwilliamsenglish.yolasite.com

	Room 226
	
	phone: 256-428-8050

	Huntsville High School 
	
	Email: jlwilliams@hsv.k12.al.us

	2011-2012
	
	


Purpose:  

English 11 will combine an in-depth study of American literature from 1900 to the present day, with grammar, composition instruction, and vocabulary incorporated throughout the course.  This course adheres to the standards set forth by the Alabama Course of Study (http://alex.state.al.us/browseStand.php) and the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  

Goals and Objectives
· To read, analyze, and comprehend a variety of literature and other materials.

· To write in a variety of styles in an effective and grammatically correct manner.

· To speak effectively on a variety of topics.

· To view and analyze plays, films, and other materials relating to class content.

· To listen to, analyze, and discuss class topics.
Materials
Elements of Literature: Essentials of American Literature, 5th course, Vol. 2.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2008.  ISBN 10: 0-03-079154-5. ISBN 13: 978-0-03-079154-3. (This text will be available in the classroom as a class set; students may check out individual copies as necessary.)
Writer’s Choice.  Columbus: McGraw Hill Glencoe, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-07-888776-5.  (This text will be available in the classroom as a class set; students may check out individual copies as necessary.)

Glencoe Language Arts Grammar and Language Workbook Grade 11.  (A workbook will be distributed to each student.  Students should bring this book to class every day.  Look on my website under the “Grammar” tab for details related to replacing lost workbooks.)
3-ring notebook (divider tabs recommended)
Blue or black pen
Loose leaf paper

Major and minor works
Students will read, discuss, analyze, and write about poetry, short stories, novels and plays.  Students will also be responsible for writing a major research paper.  Works covered during this year will include the following: 
1st Quarter:

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; the poetry of Jeffers, Williams, Cummings, Eliot, and Pound

2nd Quarter:

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck; “Soldier’s Home” by Ernest Hemingway; “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner; “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty; the poetry of Frost and Sandburg
3rd Quarter:

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry; the speech(es) of Martin Luther King, Jr.; poetry of Ginsburg and the Beat Poets, Plath, and Sexton 

4th Quarter:

A contemporary novel of the student’s choosing; Animal Farm by George Orwell; “Speaking of Courage” by Tim O’Brien; the poetry and other writings of Dove, Baldwin, Tan, and Kingston

	Grading Structure
	Grading Scale

	· Homework and classwork
15%
	A
90-100

	· Quizzes



25%
	B
80-89

	· Tests, papers, and projects
60%
	C
70-79

	
	D
60-69

	
	F
59 and below



In order to pass English 11, a student must score 60% or higher.  A progress report will be sent home with each student halfway through each nine weeks.  
Conferences
Students and parents may request teacher conferences at any point during the year.  The best way to reach me is via email (jlwilliams@hsv.k12.al.us).  You may also leave me a telephone message (256-428-8050), and I will return your call to schedule an appointment time.  
RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE CLASSROOM

It is my intention to follow the Huntsville High School 2011-2012 Student Handbook (available on the school website, http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/high/hhs/).  However, I have listed below some specific items I want to call to your attention: 

1.  Forgotten books.  I don’t allow students to go to their lockers to retrieve forgotten books or homework.  Plan ahead and bring all your materials to class.

2.  Extra credit.  There are two types of extra credit work for which I will award credit:

A.  Attendance at artistic productions.  Once per quarter, students may earn points for attending an artistic production or performance in our school, in other local schools, or in the community at large.  These productions may include a band concert, a play, or an art exhibit, to name a few.  When students bring me proof of attendance (such as a ticket stub or a program) at an event that I deem to have artistic merit, I will add five points to one of the student’s test grades.

B.  Speaking Points.  Our class experience together will be richer when students ask questions and share their own personal experiences related to our topic.  Each time a student contributes to a class discussion or volunteers to answer a question, he or she will earn ½ point, up to a maximum of five points.  Once per quarter, these points will be added onto a test grade.  

3.  Forgotten homework.  For one week beyond a due date, students may turn in forgotten homework for half credit.  After one week, the grade will remain a zero.

4.  Finding out what work you missed during a class absence.  When returning to school after an excused absence, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed during your absence.  There are 2 ways to find out what you missed: (1) Check the “schedule” tab on my website (www.jwilliamsenglish.yolasite.com)  (2)  Check the Class Binder, which is located on a table in the front of our classroom.  Do not ask me what you missed until you have looked in one of these locations.

5.  Makeup work following an absence.  As stated on page 8 of the Student Handbook, students are permitted to make up work, tests, and other assignments, activities, etc., when absences are excused. Teachers may expect that students will submit previously assigned work upon return to school after an excused absence. Make up work must be completed according to the following schedule:

1. 1 – 2 days absent will have 3 days to make up missed work

2. 3 – 4 days absent will have 5 days to make up missed work

3. 6 or more days absent will need to make arrangements with the teacher

I am available to give makeup assignments on Tuesdays from 3:15-4:15 and on Thursdays from 7:15-8:00.  Students who have transportation issues and cannot meet me during these times should talk with me about arranging another time.  

6.  Class tardies.  Three class tardies will result in a school detention.  Failure to serve the detention will result in a referral to administration.

7.   Academic Honesty.  Cheating, as defined in the HCS Official Student-Parent Handbook, is a Class II offense and subject to disciplinary action. Cheating undermines the validity and legitimacy of the educational process and will not be tolerated.  Students found to be in violation of this policy may receive a zero for the assignment/test and may jeopardize their consideration for, or involvement in organizations such as Student Council, Class Officer positions, National Honor Society, or other similar organizations or positions.

Cheating is defined to include, but is not limited to:

1. copying someone else’s work in or out of class and identifying and submitting it as your own

2. receiving or sending text messages on a cell phone during class time

3. the use of unauthorized notes, other materials, or assistance during the accomplishment of graded work in or out of class

4. failing to quote and/or list appropriate citations for material derived from published sources (including the Internet) and identifying and submitting it as your own

5. any other situation in which the student attempts to or accepts credit for work not his or her own

8.  Consequences:  Consequences for breaking rules and not following procedures include:
1.  Warning

2.  Detention & telephone conference with parents/guardians

3.  Write 50 paragraphs or some other comparable assignment
4.  Referral to office

9.  Donations:  Due to the school system’s budget crisis, Huntsville High only pays for me to make 1000 copies per month.  This may sound like a lot, but with over 130 students, this allotment doesn’t go very far.  If anyone would like to contribute to my copy fund, I would be very grateful.  The school bookkeeper, Mrs. Emily Caneer, accepts these donations in the front office. 
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